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PO Box 110910 
Gainesville, FL 32611 

Telephone: 352‐392‐1981 
Fax: 352‐392‐5595 

www.animal.ufl.edu 
 

Gainesville, April 28, 2009 

To:  Florida Dairy Producers, Allied Industry and Others 
Re:  46th Annual Florida Dairy Production Conference 

Welcome  to  the  46th Annual  Florida Dairy  Production  Conference!  This  conference 
provides  an  opportunity  for  representatives  from  all  aspects  of  the  Florida  Dairy 
Industry  to  focus  on  information  and  ideas  for  improving  profitability  and 
sustainability of the Florida dairy industry.  

The planning  committee has planned  this program  in hopes  that you will  take home 
some information that will be of benefit in the planning and operation of your business. 
The speakers have been chosen with careful consideration for subject matter of timely 
significance. We believe that their information will be useful to you. 

The proceedings are provided as a reference and record of  the conference. Additional 
copies  are  available  by  contacting  the UF/IFAS Department  of Animal  Sciences. You 
will  also  find  the  proceedings  posted  on  the  Florida  Dairy  Extension  website  at 
http://dairy.ifas.ufl.edu.  

Thank you for your participation in the 2009 conference. Please feel free to provide any 
comments that can be used in planning future Florida Dairy Production Conferences. 

 Chair, Department of Animal Sciences   Coordinator, 46th Florida Dairy Production Conference 
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46th Florida Dairy Production Conference 
Tuesday, April 28, 2009 
Hilton UF Conference Center 

1714 SW 34th Street 
Gainesville Florida 

 

Planning Committee 

The Florida Dairy Production Conference is organized by the dairy extension specialists 
and dairy agents at the University of Florida / IFAS. For more information about the 
Florida Dairy Production Conference, please contact: 

CONFERENCE INFORMATION 
Albert De Vries  
UF/IFAS Department of Animal Sciences 
Phone: (352) 392-5594 * Fax: (352) 392-5595 
E-mail: devries@ufl.edu 

 CONFERENCE SPONSORSHIPS 
David R. Bray 
UF/IFAS Department of Animal Sciences 
Phone: (352) 392-5594 * Fax: (352) 392-5595 
E-mail: drbray@ufl.edu 

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION 
UF/IFAS Department of Animal Sciences 
Phone: (352) 392-1916 * Fax: (352) 392-9059 
E-mail: rmatta@ufl.edu 

 

 

 

 

These proceedings were edited by Ashley Sanders and Albert De Vries. Proceedings 
from past Florida Dairy Production Conferences are available at the Florida Dairy 
Extension website at http://dairy.ifas.ufl.edu. 
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Program Schedule 

Tuesday, April 28, 2009 
Florida Dairy Production Conference 

Century Ballroom, Hilton UF Conference Center, Gainesville Florida 

AM Presiding: 
Dave Bray, University of Florida, Gainesville 

9:45 Welcome 
Geoffrey Dahl, University of Florida, Gainesville 

10:00 Surviving Low Milk Prices 
Greg Bethard, DRMS, North Carolina State University, Raleigh  

10:45 Environmental Challenges Ahead for the U.S. Dairy Industry 
Wendy Powers, Michigan State University, East Lansing 

11:30 A Bankable Business Plan for Manure Digestion in Florida 
William Jorgenson, SJH and Co., Boston, MA 

12:00 Luncheon 

PM Presiding: 
Charlie Staples, University of Florida, Gainesville 

1:10 Five Key Factors that Determine the Success of Transition Cow 
Management Programs 
Ken Nordlund, University of Wisconsin, Madison 

2:00 Basics Concepts of Monitoring Reproductive Performance 
Mike Overton, University of Georgia, Athens 

2:35 Refreshment Break 

3:05 Lameness Caused by "Thin Soles" in Dairy Cattle 
Jan Shearer, University of Florida, Gainesville 

3:40 Lessons Learned from Grazing Dairies 
Steve Washburn, North Carolina State University, Raleigh 

4:15 Grazing and Alternative Dairy Production Systems 
Producer Panel  
Moderator: Jose Santos, University of Florida 

5:00 Reception 
Hors d’oeuvres and a cash bar are available for your enjoyment 
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Dairy Production Conference Speakers and Program Participants 

 

Greg Bethard, Assistant Director for Dairy Technology, Dairy Records Management 
Systems, North Carolina State University, Raleigh 

Dave Bray, Extension Agent IV, Department of Animal Sciences, University of Florida, 
Gainesville 

Geoff Dahl, Professor and Chairman, Department of Animal Sciences, University of 
Florida, Gainesville 

William Jorgenson, Managing Principal, SJH and Co., Boston, Massachusetts 

Ken Nordlund, Clinical Professor, Department of Medical Sciences, School of 
Veterinary Medicine, University of Wisconsin, Madison 

Mike Overton, Associate Professor, Department of Population Health, College of 
Veterinary Medicine, University of Georgia, Athens 

Wendy Powers, Professor, Department of Animal Science, Michigan State University, 
East Lansing 

Jose Santos, Associate Professor, Department of Animal Sciences, University of 
Florida, Gainesville 

Jan Shearer, Professor, Department of Large Animal Clinical Sciences, College of 
Veterinary Medicine, University of Florida, Gainesville 

Charlie Staples, Professor, Department of Animal Sciences, University of Florida, 
Gainesville 

Steve Washburn, Professor, Department of Animal Science, North Carolina State 
University, Raleigh 
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2009 Program Sponsors 

We thank the following sponsors who provided support for the 
46th Annual Florida Dairy Production Conference 

 
Gold Sponsor ($750) 

David Waagner 
Elanco Animal Health 
3721 Bermuda Run Dr. 

Valdosta, GA 31602 
Ph. 229-543-8053 
d_waag@lilly.com 

Silver Sponsors ($300) 

Holli Applegate 
Vostermans Ventilation Inc. 

2439 Main St. 
Bloomington, IL 61704 

Ph. 309-827-9798 
ventilation@vostermansusa.com 

Chip Blalock 
Sunbelt Agricultural Exposition 

290-G Harper BLVD. 
Moultrie, GA 31788 
Ph. 229-985-1968 

chip@sunbeltexpo.com 

Fowler Branstetter 
Arm & Hammer Animal Nutrition 

105 Skyline Drive, PO Box 29 
Edmonton, KY 42129 

Ph. 270-646-0432 
Fowler.branstetter@churchdwight.com 

Josh Churchwell 
Intervet/Schering-Plough Animal Health 

6110 SW CR 346 
Archer, FL 32618 
Ph. 813-967-5176 

Joshua.churchwell@sp.intervet.com 

Terry Creel 
West Central Soy Plus 
30 Mountain Creek Drive 

Rome, GA 30161 
Ph. 706-766-2177 

terryc@westcentral.net 

Drew Denman 
Paul Mueller Co. 
455 Daniel Road 

Colbert, GA 30628 
Ph. 417-872-5053 

ddenman@muel.com 

Charles Gay 
Zinpro Performance Minerals 

500 Retriever Court 
Statesboro, GA 30461 

Ph. 912-536-2229 
cgay@zinpro.com 

Heath Graham and Kurt Piepenbrink 
Pfizer Animal Health 

535 Planters Manor Way 
Bradenton, FL 34212 

Ph. 941-737-5357 
heath.graham@pfizer.com 
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Harvey Largen 
Select Sire Power 

PO Box 370 
Rocky Mount, VA 24151 

Ph. 540-483-5123 
hlargen@selectsirepower.com 

Brent Lawrence 
Alltech, Inc. 

350 Davenport Drive 
Thomasville, GA 317292 

Ph. 352-212-6240 
blawrence@alltech.com 

Will Lloyd 
ADM Alliance Nutrition, Inc. 

901 NW 118th Terrace 
Gainesville, FL 32606 

Ph. 352-332-5627 
will_lloyd@admworld.com 

Jake Martin 
DairyDesign.Com 

6024 SW 89th Terrace 
Gainesville, FL 32608-5577 

Ph. 352-371-4655 
jake@dairydesign.com 

Maggie Murphy 
Southeast Milk, Inc. 

1950 SE County Highway 484 
Belleview, FL 34420 
Ph. 800-598-7866 

info@southeastmilk.org 

Bob Nutt 
Advanced Comfort Technology and  

Vally Feed Company 
PO Box 514 

Staunton, VA 24402-0514 
Ph. 540-294-5500 

bob@valleyfeed.com 

Gary Peoples 
Lakeland Animal Nutrition 

P. O. Box 24868 
Lakeland, FL 33802 
Ph. 863-559-3315 

info@lanutrition.com 

Fred Scott 
Prince Agri Products 
4217 Bretdale Run NW 
Kennesaw, GA 30152 

Ph. 217-891-6715 
fredscott@princeagri.com 

Terry Weaver 
Westway Feed Products, Inc 

PO Box 2447 
Lake Placid, FL 33862 

Ph. 863-840-0935 
terryw@westway.com 
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